NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF
Wl l..D Ll FE

Lake Mead
h_radfin Shad Monitoring

__ ‘-“_—?- = iake Mead Ecosystem
“-Momtormg Workgroup

e e e =000
;ﬁ_ e —— - Las Vegas, NV

Presented by Debora Herndon



History of Lake Mead Fishery

e Hoover Dam completed 1935, creating Lake
Mead.

 Largemouth bass and sunfish stocked.

* Lake Mead became known for its prime bIack
bass fishery. .

Osfishery began to declin
péDQr condltlon




History

e Study of fishery
e found lack of cover & forage




Hlstory ey |
e Threadfin shad stocked to Lake I\/Iead in 1954

th b_ass condition |mproved and the
became weII establlshed
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History

* Striped bass stocked to Lake Mead in 1969. |
* Flourished on large biomass of threadfin shad (TFS).
By the late 1970s, SB depleted shad biomass.
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e TFS populatiof_\_fluctuates from year to year and
follows a boom-and-bust cycle.

 TFS provide forage for all sport fish and are the main
forage for striped bass.
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Methods

Meter net, 1 meter
diameter, 1600 micron
mesh, 6 meters in length

Collecting cup with Imm
mesh

Flow meter

Towed 21 meters behind
boat

Speed of approx. 2.5 mph
10 minutes |
Evening hours




Methods

arval shad measure 6-22 mm TL.
Shad are preserved in ethanol.

‘Later calculated to the number of shad/100
. cubic metcrs -

Ihe averag of 4 or 5 weeks of peak productlon
is used *ﬁeak valyes.



Shad production by year
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