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Lower Colorado River Region

• Covers the Colorado 
River from Lee’s 
Ferry to the United 
States / Mexican 
Border 
approximately 688 
River Miles

• Covers five states 
California, Nevada, 
Arizona, Utah, & New 
Mexico



Lower Colorado River Region

Reclamation facilities in the LC 
Region deliver 7.5 million acre-
feet (maf) of water to Arizona, 
California, and Nevada, and 1.5 
maf of water to Mexico

The water helps irrigate over 2.5 
million acres of land and meet 
the domestic water needs of 
more than 23 million people



Lower Colorado River Region

• Hydroelectric power plants at 
Hoover, Davis and Parker Dams 
annually generate five to six 
billion kilowatt-hours of clean, 
hydroelectric power distributed to 
electric utility contractors in 
Arizona, Nevada and California.

• This is enough energy to meet the 
average annual needs of about 2 
million people. 



Lower Colorado River Region
o Fifteen major recreation 

areas are located on 
Reclamation projects in 
the Lower Colorado 
Region

o Together, they are visited 
by more than 12 million 
people each year

o Hundreds of thousands 
more enjoy the recreation 
opportunities provided 
by the year-round, 
controlled flow of the 
Colorado River



Lower Colorado River Region
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Managing, protecting, and enhancing fish and wildlife 
habitat and natural, cultural and recreational resources 
to preserve the aesthetic quality and natural 
environment, and to promote the safe and healthful 
use of reservoir, lands and water has long been part of 
the Lower Colorado Region's mission.



LCR Multi-Species Conservation Program

• Extends to over 400 River Miles
• Over 8,100 acres of habitat for fish and wildlife species 
• Production of over 1.2 million native fish to augment 

existing populations
• The plan will benefit at least 26 species, most of which are 

state or federally listed endangered, threatened, or 
sensitive species

• MSCP Steering Committee, currently represents 57 
entities, including state and Federal agencies, water and 
power users, municipalities, Native American tribes, 
conservation organizations, and other interested parties



Lower Colorado River Region

Although Hoover and Parker dams are the only dams on the 
lower Colorado River with authorized flood control 
functions, all Reclamation dams help prevent or minimize 
flooding



Lower Colorado River Region

• The LC Region observes 
the rights and obligations 
established under the 
existing compilation of 
laws, compacts, 
agreements, legal 
settlements and treaty 
minutes which all 
comprise what’s known as 
the Law of the River





Bill Williams River Bridge Tanker Truck 
Spill and Fire





Overton Nevada Abandoned Landfill



National Response System and
Federal Contingency Plans

• There are three levels of contingency planning under 
the National Response System framework:

1) National Contingency Plan (NCP)
2) Regional Contingency Plans (RCP)
3) Area Contingency Plans (ACP)



National Contingency Plan (NCP) 
Development

• Developed and published 
in 1968 in response to a 
massive oil spill from the 
oil tanker Torrey Canyon 
off the cost of England



Why We Plan



National Response Team (NRT)

• The  NRT is co-chaired by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Coast Guard

• The NRT three major activities related to managing a 
response are:
1) Distributing Information
2) Planning for Emergencies
3) Training for Emergencies



Why Are There Two Co-Chairs?

• The U.S. Coast Guard is responsible for the planning 
and incident response involving Coastal Zone

• EPA is responsible for the planning and incident 
response involving inland areas



NRT Members

• EPA
• U.S. Coast Guard
• FEMA
• DOD
• DOE
• NRC
• Dept. of  State
• Treasury
• NOAA
• ASTDR
• DHS

• USDA
• DOC
• DOI 
• DOJ
• DOL
• DOT
• GSA
• HHS
• CDC
• NIOSH
• OSHA



Regional Contingency Plans (RCP)

• EPA’s Regional Response Team  (RRT) will work 
with federal, states, local and tribal organizations in 
developing response strategies

• The RCP shall include information on all useful 
facilities and resources in the region, from 
government, commercial, academic, and other 
resources
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Regional Response Team (RRT)

• The  RRT is co-chaired by the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Coast Guard

• The RRT major rolls are:
1) Regional Planning and Coordination
2) Preparedness 
3) Response



RRT Members
• EPA
• U.S. Coast Guard
• DOD
• DOE
• NRC
• Dept. of  State
• Treasury
• NOAA
• ASTDR
• DHS (Bureaus & Offices)
• States and Tribes

• USDA
• DOC
• DOI  (Bureaus & Offices)
• DOJ
• DOL
• DOT
• GSA
• HHS
• CDC
• OSHA & NIOSH



Area Contingency Planning (ACP)

• ACP’s are developed under the direction of an On Scene 
Coordinator (OSC) from EPA or the Coast Guard

• An Area Committee is formed to plan and address the 
removal of a worst case discharge of oil or hazardous 
substances

• The OSC shall coordinate with the affected State 
Emergency Response Commissions (SERC), Local 
Emergency Planning Committees (LEPC), industries, 
federal and state agencies, and Tribes





Notification of an Incident

• The NCP, RCP and ACP 
requires that any 
incident involving a 
release of oil or 
hazardous substance 
above the reportable 
quantity be reported to 
the National Response 
Center (NRC) 
immediately at               
1-800-424-8802



Lower Colorado River Area Committee 
Workgroups

• Mapping
• Notification and Dispatch
• Natural and Cultural Resources 
• Hazard and Vulnerability Analysis
• Spill Response Resources
• River Assessment and Response Strategies
• Oil Spill Response Training



Planning for Areas of Special Economic 
and Environmental Importance

• Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
• Economically Sensitive Areas
• Natural Resources
• Population Concentrations
• Recreational Areas
• Cultural Resources



Planning Areas

• Area 1                  
Hoover Dam to Davis 
Dam 67 river miles

• Area 2                     
Davis Dam to Parker 
Dam 84 River Miles



Planning Areas Continued

• Area 3       
Parker Dam to 
Morelos Dam 
192 River Miles



A QUICK LOOK INTO SOME 
PLANNING FACTORS



Wildlife Refuges on the Lower Colorado 
River

• Lake Havasu National 
Wildlife Refuge

• Bill Williams National 
Wildlife Refuge

• Cibola National Wildlife 
Refuge

• Imperial National Wildlife 
Refuge



Native American Tribes Arizona



Native American Tribes California



Lake Mead National Recreation Area





BNSF Railroad Map



Union Pacific Railroad Map





CITIES ON THE COLORADO RIVER



PLANING REFERENCE INFORMATION

• The National Contingency plan can be found in 
40 CFR 300.1 through 300.3

• The National Response Team can be found in 
40 CFR 300.110

• The Regional Response Team can be found in 
40 CFR 300.115

• Federal Agency Participation can be found in 
40 CFR 300.170

• Federal Agencies Additional Responsibilities can be 
found in 40 CFR 300.175



PLANNING WEB SITE INFORMATION

• EPA websites
http://www.epa.gov/oilspill/ncpover.htm
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/cleanup/index.htm

National Response Team  Website
http://www.nrt.org

• DOI Website
http://www.doi.gov/oepc

• Reclamation Website
http://www.usbr.gov/lc/



CONCLUSION

I think the environment should be put in the 
category of our national security. Defense of our 

resources is just as important as defense 
abroad. Otherwise what is there to defend?

~Robert Redford, 
Yosemite National Park dedication, 1985



Question and Answers


